Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 00974 27I435Z 

53 

ACTION AE-06 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 PM-03 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 RSC-OI PA-0 1 

PRS-OI CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-00 CU-02 AID-05 

EUR-I2 NIC-OI /062W 

050769 

R27I406Z JAN 75 
PM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2807 
INEO USIA WASHDC 

CONPIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0974 

USIA POR lAA AND IBS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: MEDIA ATTACKS ON DEUTSCHE WELLE AND BBC 
BUT NOT ON VOICE OF AMERICA 

1. ETHIOPIAN TELEVISION ON JANUARY 25 AND THE ETHIOPIAN 
HERALD ON JANUARY 26 CARRIED STRONG CRITICISM OF DEUTSCHE 
WELLE AND THE BBC POR THEIR USE IN RECENT BROADCASTS 

OP REPORTS THAT THERE IS WIDESPREAD OPPOSITION TO 
ETHIOPIA'S PRESENT RURAL DEVELOPMENT CAMPAIGN BEING 
CONDUCTED BY STUDENTS. IT WAS CHARGED THAT THESE 
ALLEGATIONS ARE NOT ONLY NONSENSE BUT ARE "INTENDED 
TO SERVE THE INTERESTS OP THOSE OPPOSED TO ETHIOPIAN 
SOCIALISM." 

2. THIS IS THE SECOND TIME IN RECENT WEEKS WHEN 
DEUTSCHE WELLE AND BBC BUT NOT THE VOICE OP AMERICA 
HAVE BEEN STRONGLY ATTACKED IN THIS PASHION. WE 
HEAR VARIOUS REPORTS INDICATING THAT THE GERMANS ARE 
SUBJECTED TO MORE HARASSMENT IN ETHIOPIA THESE DAYS 
THAN OTHER EUROPEANS. THE PREQUENTLY INACCURATE BROAD- 
CASTS OP DEUTSCHE WELLE ARE PROBABLY PARTIALLY RESPONSIBLE 
POR THIS. WE ARE GLAD THAT VOA BY STICKING TO HARD 
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REQUIRED TO CONEIRM REPORTS IN THE CURRENT ETHIOPIAN 
ENVIRONMENT HAS NOT AGGRAVATED THE SIGNIEICANT SECURITY 
PROBLEMS WHICH ALREADY EXIST EOR THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY 
HERE. 
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